Policy Title: Progression Policy

Part A - Policy

1. Policy Statement

The purpose of this policy is to establish progression criteria so that students are able to follow appropriate progression routes through Levels 1-3 and beyond and to clarify re-sit entitlements.

1.1
The underlying principle is that a student who passes one level has the right to progress to the next, subject to the availability of an appropriate programme, Additional Learning Support endorsement and satisfactory behaviour, attendance and punctuality.  AoL Managers have the right to consider individual cases where students have met the prescribed criteria.
2. Scope

All Coulsdon College learners.

3. Definitions used in this Policy

4. Legislation

N/A.

5. Policy Approval History

Approved by: CMT

Amendments Authorized by: Executive

6. Policy Content

GCSE/GCE/AGCE Progession

In order to study a GCE AS/A2 programme, students should have achieved 5 A*-C grades at GCSE in one sitting.  Please see Appendix 1 for the subject specific entry criteria.
6.1
In order to progress from an AS to an A2 programme, students should achieve an E grade in their AS Level courses.  In exceptional circumstances the student may be permitted onto A2 without an E.  This will be the decision of the relevant Area of Learning Manager in consultation with the Deputy Principal.  The following criteria would apply: mitigating circumstances (serious, long-term illness/death of a close relative etc.) that are confirmed by the student’s Personal Tutor and are presented in writing a “near miss”.  However, the student would need a good attendance record and positive subject reviews for the year.  It is important to note that for 2008 no student may progress who has failed Biology, Psychology and IT.
6.2
If a student fails their entire AS programme three options are available:

· In exceptional mitigating circumstances, as outlined above, they might be able to restart AS Levels
· Most students will be offered the opportunity to restart Y12 following a BTEC route.  This will not be an automatic right.  Personal Tutors will be consulted, attendance levels and subject reviews will need to be considered.  This will be the decision of the relevant AoL Manager in consultation with the Deputy Principal.  Such students if accepted will be placed on probation.  Parents and Guardians will be informed.  The probation will be reviewed by the relevant Personal Tutor (See Probation Policy).  Failure to meet the standards set for the probation would mean the student would lose their College place.

· In rare cases, some students will be refused the opportunity to restart Y12.  This will be the decision of the Assistant Principal Student Support.  The following criteria would apply: an appropriate programme is not available, extremely poor attendance/subject reviews, serious disciplinary record.


A student who has failed an AS and is required to select another, may not 
select in August 2008: Psychology, Biology or IT.
6.3
A student who has failed half their AS programme may continue into Y13 selecting additional qualifications to make a full programme.  A student who has failed 3 out of 4 will need to restart Y12 (See 3.3).  However, they have the right to continue with the subject they have passed.
6.4
All students will be required to continue with GCSE English/Adult Literacy and GCSE Maths/Adult Numeracy until a GCSE Grade C or Level 2 has been achieved.  Some students with particular learning needs as identified by the ALS team may be exempt from this requirement.
7.
Probation

The following students will be put on probation (See Probation Policy for further 
information as to the process):

· Those on A2 without an E at AS

· Those repeating Y12

· Those on mixed programmes Y12 and Y13

· Y14 learners

· Those transferring for A2 from another College

· Those students who have failed to attend Literacy/Numeracy classes

· Those students who have failed to complete satisfactory 


(a) AS-A2 Assignments (b) Summer Assignments
8.
Vocational Progression (BTEC, Professional Courses)

8.1
In order to be admitted onto a Level 1 programme students need to have a good reference and evidence that they are operating at Entry Level (3).
8.2
In order to be admitted onto the GCSE Package students will need a good reference and evidence that they are operating at least at Level 1.
8.3
In order to be admitted from school onto a Level 2 vocational programme students need to have at least 5Es.
8.4
In order to be admitted from school onto a Level 3 vocational programme students need to have 4 A*-Cs or equivalent.
8.5
In order to progress from one level to another in the same subject area students must achieve at least a pass at the previous level.
8.6
In order to progress from one level to another in a different subject area students should achieve a Merit.  They will also be expected to have passed the appropriate level of Literacy/Communication and Numeracy/Number.  The exception for 2008 is Travel and Tourism and Music Technology, where students may be accepted with a pass from other disciplines as the College does not offer a Level 2 Travel course and Level 2 Music Technology will be introduced in September 2008.
9.
Mixed Progression Pathways

9.1
In order to progress from a Level 2 vocational course to AS Levels, students need to achieve a Distinction (various specific criteria still apply to some AS Levels – see Appendix 1 for entry criteria to all courses).  Students will also be expected to have passed the appropriate level of Literacy and Numeracy.
9.2
All students who pass a vocational course at Level 2 (BTEC First) can progress onto an AGCE in the same subject area.  These students will not be required to do extra AS Levels but must have a full time programme.

9.3
For all other purposes a programme including an Applied GCE will be considered as any other AS Level programme and students will require 5Cs to be admitted.

10.
Re-sitting Examination Units


The aim of the College’s re-sit guidance is to ensure that students achieve the highest grades of which they are capable.  It is important to recognize that whilst re-sitting exams gives opportunities for students to improve (particularly where they have under-performed according to their academic potential indicated by their GCSE grades), there are potential risks attached: namely disruption to lessons whilst exams are taken, interruption to the learning in other subjects and some students can experience counterproductive pressure and stress.  Every learner is unique and will be advised to discuss their options with relevant Subject Teachers as well as their Tutor and indeed their Parents/Guardians.
10.1
Every student may undertake a re-sit if they choose and pay the appropriate fee(s).  Those students who fail an individual unit will in most cases, be encouraged very strongly to re-sit this unit.  Students are entitled to one free sitting of a unit.  The exceptions are students taking Entry Level or Adult literacy and or Numeracy at Levels 1 or 2, two free sittings are allowed for these qualifications.
10.2
The Exams team will ensure that students and staff are made aware of the deadlines for re-sit applications and the relevant charges.  This information will be available on Moodle/Website and in the Student Handbook.

10.3 
The Finance Department will ensure staffing is in place to process applications speedily to meet the deadlines set so as not to financially disadvantage any learner.

10.4 
Students must complete a “re-sit” form available via Moodle/Website by the deadlines published.

10.5 
Prior to submitting a re-sit form students will be advised by the relevant Subject Teacher and their Tutor that re-sitting is not risk free, re-sit exams may disrupt lessons.  Revision for re-sits may interrupt the learning in current units and in other subjects and they may face counterproductive pressure and stress.

10.6
The Parents/Guardians of students who have failed a unit but refuse to re-sit will be contacted by the relevant Subject Teacher/Team Manager through Ecoulsdon/letter to advise them of the need for a re-sit.  This will be done within the published re-sit deadlines.
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